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"SURRENTUM 



33 



In amoenissimo Thyrreni 

maris littore apricis hinc col- 

libus , celeberrimo inde Cra- 

teris fonte septa Surrentina 

Civitas, aedificii antiquitate, 

nobilitatis monumentis , situs 

felicitate , contra Neapolim in 

omnibus illi aemula sedet. 

J. C. Capaci: 

Historiae Neapolitans 

Tomus Secundus Cap. XII. 



DESCRIPTION OF SORRENTO 



f^i^^ 




CHAPTER I. 

O ffortuntto peregrin, cui lice 
Qiungere in questt terra tlmt e ffellce. 
. T. Tamo 




Imost at the extremity 
of a branch of the 
Appennines , which 
parts near the river 
Sarno and extends to the sea, 
is situated (at 11.50 deg. log. 
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men of Paris and 40,50 deg. 
lat.) in a ravishing and splendid 
position , the ancient and char- 
ming city of Sorrento, called the 
" Pearl of the Gulf of Naples ". 
On the northern side it looks out 
upon the sea , elevating itself 
above the enormous rocks 
which run precipitously to the 
end of the sea , forming many 
picturesque and beautiful bays 
and mysterious caverns along the 
coast. 

Sumptuous hotels, splendid vil- 
las, and pretty cottages are scat- 
tered here . and there among the 
rocks, and resemble a shower of 
roses in a garden of flowers. 

In the rear, it is surrounded by 
pretty and verdant hills, villages 
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and hamlets, such as Cesarano y 
Casarlano, Priora, S.Agata, etc. 

At the front rises superbly , 
Vesuvius, with an enormous white 
plume at its summit, which in 
summer nights, inspires fear and 
astonishment at the same time , 
vomiting forth enormous mouth- 
fuls of fire , thus creating a 
strange and picturesque spectacle. 

At the foot there is the maje- 
stic Parthenope (Naples) on the 
right, whose royal beauty inspires 
the enthusiastic words , " See 
Naples and die ". 

A little farther on, the islands of 
Procida^ Ischia, Capri, are seen; 
at the left, the cities of Portici, 
ResinUy Torre del Oreco, Torre 
Annunziata and Castellammare. 
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On the eastern side of Sor- 
rento, there is a group of hills 
called Scutolo , Camandoli and 
Vico Alvano, at the foot of which 
one sees Vico Equense , Meta 
and the Piano of Sorrento. 

The left branch is formed by 
the Cape of Sorrento with its 
promontory called S. Fortunata, 
or Punta del Capo, Massa, Ter- 
mini and the Punta della Cam- 
paneiia, which is separated from 
Capri by a strait, called Bocche 
di Capri. 

Sorrento is surrounded by lu- 
xuriant gardens and rich vege- 
tation. 

Its climate is salubrious, neither 
too rigid in the Winter, nor too 
warm in the Summer, and for this 
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reason its soil produces the most 
delicate fruits. Every year from 
the month of November to the 
month of May, a great number 
of strangers come to this city 
to admire its beauty. 

During the Summer, it is the 
favourite resort for Neapolitans. 

Very frequently there are sea 
baths, the water being always 
as limpid and clear as cristal. 

The length of Sorrento is four 
miles and the width is about one 
mile with a population of 9500. 

It is quite evident that the 
soil of this city is of a Vul- 
canic nature, for at every step one 
encounters volcanic stones, such 
as those termed gris, sand-stone 
and limestones. 
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The inhabitants of Sorrento are 
active, intelligent and industrious. 
It is celebrated for its inlaid 
wood - work , hand laces and the 
fabrication of silk scarfs, which 
give bread to almost a thousand 
working men. 

The greater part of the popu- 
lation is employed in the culti- 
vation of orange , lemon , and 
olive groves, and vineyards etc. 

Very interesting and worthy 
of being visited are the envi- 
rons of Sorrento, from where 
one enjoys a fine panorama, and 
especially from the summit of 
the Colli, which presents a splen- 
did view of the two Gulfs which 
surround what is almost the is- 
land of Sorrento, that of Naples 
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to the right and that of Salerno 
to the left. 

But where one enjoys the most 
ravishing scenery is in visiting 
the coast y where almost at the 
shore of the sea^ one encounters 
the ruins of temples and edifices 
dating from the time of the 
Romans. 




THE CITY OF SORRENTO 



HISTORY. 




CHAPTER I- 




J he city of Sorrento 
was called " Sur- 
rentum " by the an- 
cients , this name 
being derived from Sirines, who 
were Priestesses and Divinities 
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and who were in the habit of 
singing and playing music. 

They say that they inhabited 
the three islands which are si- 
tuated on the other side of the 
Punta delta Campanella on the 
Gulf of Salerno. 

The name of these three is- 
lands was formerly " Sirene " but 
at present they are called " Galli ". 

The date of the foundation of 
Sorrento is lost in the obscu- 
rity of centuries , but according 
to well-based opinions, the real 
founders were the Tyrrheni. 

Although we cannot fix the 
date of its foundation, we can 
unquestionably affirm that it is 
one of the most ancient cities 
of Italy , knowing that at the 
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time of the second Punic war, 
among the cities which gave 
their aid to the Romans , the 
same Sorrento existed. 

Under the reign of August, it 
was declared by him a Roman 
Colony, and after the fall of 
the Roman Empire , it remained 
for seventy years under the do- 
mination of the Hercules and 
aftewards of the Goths , after 
which it passed under the Greek 
Oriental Emperors. From the year 
836 to 1117 it formed an indi- 
pendent dukedom. 

Sorrento several times defeated 
the Sarracin Pirates, who came 
to pillage these beautiful regions. 

The war which Sorrento sus- 
tained against the Republic of 
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Amalfi in the year 889 is very 
memorable in history. 

A bloody battle took place, 
near the Strait of Capri y bet- 
ween the two rival fleets , and 
long and furious was the com- 
bat, until finally the Ama^hi- 
tains were defeated , leaving Count 
Marino, their Chief, in the hands 
of the enemy. 

The year 1558 is written in 
doleful characters in the annals 
of the history of Sorrento. 

The Turks having disembarked 
at Massa and Sorrento , they 
completely devastated the two 
cities and every where spread 
desolation and death. 

The Sorrentini maintained a 
heroic resistance from the begin- 
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ning, but oppressed by the num- 
ber of their aggressors ^ they fell 
fighting heroically. 

The Turks, masters of the city, 
cruelly killed part of the inha- 
bitants and made slaves all 
those who could not save them- 
selves by flight. 

In 1648, Sorrento was compel- 
led to sustain a war with the 
inhabitants Of Massa and Piano. 
The latter, looking upon the pri- 
vileges and authority which the 
Sorrentini enjoyed , decided to 
revolt against their tyranny. 

Under the direction of a cer- 
tain Giovanni Grillo^ they assem- 
bled a corps' of troops formed 
the greater part of peasants and 
besieged Sorrento. 
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On the 20*"" of January, 1648 
they encamped at the foot of 
the Capodimonte hill, and from 
there, they commenced hostilities, 
but a handful of valiant cava- 
liers of Sorrento , aided by a 
small detachment of Spaniards , 
under the direction of the va- 
lorous Alfonso Fllomarino, made 
a heroic resistance and drove 
back the enemy , routing them 
completely. 

In the church of St Antonino 
at Sorrento on the right of the 
high altar one sees a tablet re- 
presenting Grillo at the head of 
his people going to besiege Sor- 
rento. 

After this period, the history 
of Sorrento offers nothing 
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remarkable till 1799, an epoch in 
which Sorrento proclaimed the 
republic. 

A reaction took place at the 
cry of : " Long live the Holy 
Faith; long live the King". 

This rebellion was subdued by 
the French under the orders of 
General ^Sarazin , but without 
spilling of blood, thanks to the 
intervention of Monsignor Pepe, 
then Archbishop of Sorrento. 

After this period , Sorrento , de- 
dicated itself completely to com- 
merce and industry. 




TASSO 




CHAPTER III. 



ne of the glories of 
which Sorrento may 
be proud , is that 
of having been the 
cradle of one of the 
greatest and most unfortunate 
poets of Italy: " Tasso'\ 
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To describe the life of this 
great man, a life full of disap- 
pointments, it is not our object, 
nor it is our pen capable of 
doing it justice. We wish to 
touch only upon some of the 
most remarkable phases of his 
life , indispensable to this little 
book dedicated to his country. 

Tasso was bom on the 11*** 
day of March 1544 of Bernardo 
Tasso and Porzia de Rossi, in 
a house situated on the right of 
the Terrace of Prospetto. 

At a time which cannot be 
precisely established, this house, 
with a part of the terrace fell 
into the sea. 

Even now, one may still see 
from the heights of Prospetto , 
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reefs symetrically situated , side 
by side, which have all the ap- 
pearance of ruins , although en- 
tirely covered by sea-weeds. 

This is the only souvenir re- 
maining of the house of Tasso. 

From his birth , Tasso drank 
the bitter cup of misfortune. 

His father being Secretary to 
the Prince of Salerno , Ferrante 
Sanseverino was included in the 
banishment to which his Master 
was condemned; all his property 
was confiscated , and Tasso' s 
poor family found itself reduced 
to the most painful extremities. 
After all this, Tasso, with his 
mother and sister took refuge in 
Naples. From Naples , he went 
to study at Rome, from where 
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he started out to see the other 
Italian cities and finally settled 
at Padua, where he remained 
five years, frequenting the Uni- 
versity. It was then that he com- 
posed the little poem, ''Rinaldo'\ 

We next see him protected 
by the Cardinal d'Este, and fi- 
nally at the Court of Ferrara , 
feasted and honoured for his su- 
blime genius whose fame alrea- 
dy resounded through all Italy. 

Ah! Poor Torquato, what de- 
ception did you not have to en 
counter afterwards. 

All the world knows the in- 
sensate passion which this great 
genius had for the beautiful and 
noble Princess, Eleonora d'Este, 
sister of Alfonso Duke of Fer- 
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rara. This latter , having received 
this intelligence, caused the young 
poet to be put into prison, and 
afterwards he exiled him from 
Ferrara. 

After this proscription, Tasso 
took refuge in Sorrento , where 
he was affectionately received by 
his sister Cornelia, his two nep- 
hews and by some devoted 
friends whoiti he had there. And. 
it was here, during his brief so- 
journ at Sorrento that he enjoyed 
a little calm, affording real com- 
fort to his sad and tempestuous 
soul. 

But this ray of peace was 
very short, his fatal destiny re- 
called him to Ferrara, to which 
place he again returned, but the 
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Duke exasperated, had him de- 
tained in the hospital of St. Anna, 
as insane, from which he was 
released only after seven years 
of cruel imprisonment , wearied 
and discouraged by tlTe suffe- 
rings he had endured. 

Here he is again wandering 
through Italy, he who wrote 
" The Gerusalemme Liberata " and 
raised the epic poem to such 
sublime heights. 

His merits at last are not un- 
recognized , and Rome prepares 
for him a solemn coronation at 
the Capitol. 

But alas! while the Eternal 
City, proud of feasting this great 
man, prepared itself to render 
him this honour , he died in 






o? 


^ 


f^ 


a> 






^ 


u 


Ci, 


S 


^ 


s 




O 

E 


s 




O 


a> 


JD 


JS 




-♦^ 


M 






Ctf 


o 


o 


0) 


c 


OS 


OS 


H 


c 




o 


9 


B 




Ctf f 




^ 


^« 


oT 


a> 


M 


o 
E 


o 


s 




*u 


^t^ 


a> 


^ 


a 


>> 


B 


TI 


** 


a> 


a> 


E 


f 


u 


-♦^ 


O 




•M 


c 






s 


^ 


^ 


-♦^ 




a> 


a> 


CQ 





77i y^''-'*- ^'^^* 







CO 8 

."I 

^« 
O 
C 

o 
a> 

U 

CO 

o 

.5 



o 

CO 
CO 



OS . 



THK ?«r« T-;Rli 






— 49 — 

the Convent of St. Onofrio at 
Rome, April 25th 1595 precisely 
on the eve of his coronation. 
The remain of this great man 
repose in the Church of the 
Convent where he died , but the- 
re is not a corner of the world 
where is name is not glorious 
and well known. 

And it is to his memory that 
we owe Sorrento' s escape from 
a complete ruin in 1799. 

For General Sarazin charged 
by General Macdonald to win 
the rebellion which had taken 
place at Sorrento, marched against 
the city; and he would certainly 
have made it suffer the horrors 
of pillage were it not for the 
intervention of the Archbishop 
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of Sorrento, Q^ Pepe, who tried 
to appease the anger of the Ge- 
neral and succeded. In fact, this 
latter granting the prayer of the 
good priest, promised to pardon 
and respect the city because it 
was the country of " Tasso ". 

And Sorrento, in order to re- 
ciprocate worthily the gene- 
rosity of the French General, of- 
fered him the original portrait 
of Tasso , which was the pro- 
perty of the Spasiano family. 
This portrait was sent to Paris 
and one may see it at present 
in the Museum of the Louvre. 




INDUSTRIES AND PRODUCTS 




CHAPTER IV. 



n the preceding 
chapters , we have 
shown that Sorren- 
to is a city whose 
climate is mild, its 
air pure and scented with per- 
fumes, its sea always limpid and 
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transparent, and that its skies are 
tranquil and serene by day, and 
decked with starry skies during 
the night. 

We have seen how it has 
played an important role in the 
history of the Italian cities, and 
finally, its having had for a son, 
such a great man as Tasso , is 
glory enough in itself to render 
it celebrated. 

But this is not all, Sorrento, ta- 
ken from an artistic and com- 
mercial stand point, has an im- 
portance which is evident. 

However, of what use would 
it be for us to speak of the 
articles in inlaid wood work, ma- 
nufactured here, now that they are 
well known almost every where. 
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It would take too long to give 
a description of this industry; 
so we invite the reader to visit 
one of these factories that he 
may see with his own eyes the 
method employed in manufactu- 
ring these articles. 

It is very interesting to see with 
what patience they do this work. 

There are some people who 
apt to believe that this inlaid 
wood work is made by painting, 
but nothing is more absurd. 

This inlaid wood work is ma- 
de of different pieces of wood, 
cut with small saws, and then 
joined together. This is a 
process more simple in itself 
than one would imagine. By this 
method one can form flowers , 
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figures , landscapes , ornaments , 
etc. with facility. 

Regarding its commercial side 
we take pleasure in saying that 
this article, within a few years 
has found its way to the best 
and most important cities of Eu- 
rope, America etc. 

At almost every Exhibition 
these articles have been appre- 
ciated at their real value, and 
consequently awarded with me- 
dals and diplomas. 

We consider it our duty to 
warn strangers desirous of pur- 
chasing these articles to be on 
guard against certain venders who 
sell articles from Sorrento very 
badly made and for the most 
part, painted. 
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The best means of securing 
real souvenirs of the Sorrento in- 
laid work, is, without doubt, to 
apply directly to the factories. 

Another industry which is qui- 
te celebrated is that of silk scarfs 
and hosiery manufactured here. 

After the industries, it is also 
necessary to mention the products 
of the soil of Sorrento, of which 
the principal are oranges and le- 
mons. 

These fruits are exported In 
great quantities to America, En- 
gland, France, Austria and other 
countries. 

It is also famous for nuts , oil , 
wine, cheese, butter, etc. in 
which there is a great traffic. 




Monte St Angelo. 
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Vesuvius seen from Sorrento. 
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APPENDIX 



SORRENTO 
F. Marion Cra-wford 

from the 
" To Leeward " 



SORRENTO 
r. Marion Cra-wford 




It is a beautiful place. 
Perhaps in all the orange - 
scented south there is none 
more perfect, more sweet with 
gardens and soft sea -breath, 
more rich in ancient olive- 
groves , or more tenderly 
nesteld in the breast of a 
bountiful nature. A little pla- 
ce it is, backed and flan- 
ked by the volcanic hills, 
but having before it the glo- 



— ee- 
ry of the fairest water in 
tlie world. Straiglit down 
from tlie orange gardens the 
cliffs fall to the sea, and 
every villa and village has 
a descent, winding through 
caves and by stairways, to 
its own small sandy cove, 
where the boats lie in the 
sun through the summer's 
noontide heat, to shoot out 
at morning and evening in- 
to the coolness of the bre- 
ezy bay. - Among the warm 
green fruit trees the song- 
birds have their nests, and 
about the eaves of the scat- 
tered houses the swallows 
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wheel and race in quick 
smooth circles Far along 
through the groves echoes 
the ancient song of the sou- 
thern peasant, older than the 
trees , older than the soil , 
older than poor old Pompei 
lying off there in the eternal 
ashes of her gorgeous sins. 
And ever the sapphire sea 
kisses the fitt of the cliffs 
as though wooing the rocks 
to come down, and plunge 
in, and taste how, good a 
thing it is to be cool and 
wet all over. 

F. Marion Crawford 
from the " To Leeward " 
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F. Marion Crawford's Villa. 

Sorrento 
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TORQUATO TASSO 

by 

JoKn liin^ston James, 
nnt. M. A. 

from the . 
'' Jerusalem Delivered " 



TORQUATO TASSO 

bar 
John Kingston James 




Suffice it for my purpo- 
se to say that he was born 
on the 11* of march 1544, 
and that after a life frau- 
ght with many vicissitudes, 
great change of scene, li- 
fe at court, love with the 
Princess Leonora, and im- 
prisonment in the hospital 
of St. Anne, at Ferrara, he 
died on the 25* of April 
1595, surrounded by the fri- 
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are of the monastery whi- 
ther he had gone for the 
ricovery of his health, and 
in the church of which now 
lie his mortal remains. 

John Kingston James, 
Knt. M. A. 
from the Jerusalem Delivered 



SORRENTO 

by 

E- d w a r d Hu 1 1 o n 

from the 
" Italy and the Italians " 



SORRENTO 

by 

Ed-ward Hutton 




A summer spent in these 
places is charming, the heat 
is not usually oppressive, 
and the sea is ever at 
hand to cool and refresh. 
There is but little more sight- 
seeing to be done, but every 
turn of the road , every 
whisper of wind , every 
shiver of the olive trees, the 
very silence in the sunshine, 
is pregnant with a kind of 
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bistory, a kind of joyful yet 
sad memory of a departed 
world. 

Edward Hutton 

.from the 

"Italy and the Italians" 
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The PENINSULA 

of SQRRJLNTO 

Health Resort 

/antes DunbanBrunton. 



The Peninsula of Sorrento 

as a 

Health Resort 




The Peninsula is a long and 
narrow one running out as an 
arm from the Appennines towards 
the south-west, and forms one 
side of the beautiful Bay of Na- 
ples. This peninsula has a ridge 
of mountain down the centre 
while at the sides are slopes 
which have a productive soil 
producing luxuriant vegetation. 

At the extremity of this pe- 
ninsula at a distance of six mi- 
les rises the famous rocky island 
of Capri. 
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The most important town and 
perhaps most beautifully situated 
is that one which gives its name 
to the peninsula and is built 
on the side of the ancient Ro- 
man Syrentum. 

Though there are other places 
which deserve mention in this 
peninsula as desirable resorts such 
as Massa which has a fine dry 
and warm climate for chest di- 
seases; and Vico Equense which 
is fortunate in its natural mine- 
ral waters ; yet in this present 
article I desire more especially 
to call attention to Sorrento itself. 

For of the three this is the 
best in its advantages for visi- 
tors and invalids and further, 
shape to show that its climate 
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might well be considered as a 
rival to some of the other health 
resorts better known on the Ri- 
viera. 

The town and district is well 
protected from winds by the sur- 
rounding mountains. In front tow- 
ards the sea it is exposed to 
the soft south west wind fresh 
from the sea. The foundations 
are built on tufo rock which is 
very porous and allows of quick 
filtration. 

Hence water never lies on the 
ground but disappears as it falls 
leaving the surface dry. 

The situation of Sorrento is a 
picturesque one giving rise to 
the name of ** the Beauty spot 
of Italy". 
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Climate. For some years I 
have made careful observations 
on the climate of Sorrento and 
the peninsula, and that both me- 
teorlogicaily and as to its in- 
fluence on invalids. I have come 
to the conclusion that were it 
better known, as it is certain 
to be in time it would be hi- 
ghly appreciated by those inva- 
lids who travel about to find 
alleviation for their sufferings as 
far as climate can do it. Now 
the communest class of invalids 
are those who suffer from va- 
rious forms of chest-disease. In 
numerous cases that have come 
under my care or observation. I 
have found that in most there 
was a rapid improvement in their 
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condition. Of these cases. I more 
especially refer to the sufferers 
from asthma, bronchitis, sore throat 
and laryngeal affections. I agree 
at the same time that no climate 
under an elevation of 3000 to 
5000 feet above sea level is sui- 
table for advanced phthisis. 

In the milder forms the pure 
air of this climate is of assistan- 
ce. Asthmatics are peculiarly free 
from their distressing complaint 
when living here. 

It is sometimes almost miracu- 
lous to these patients the im- 
munity they enjoy in this favou- 
red spot while the extreme quiet- 
ness conduces to calm nights. 
This immunity is supposed to be 
due to the amount of aromatic 
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vapours and essences thrown off 
by the orange and lemon trees 
of which there are thousands 
whilst the luxuriant plant life 
keeps the air pure from delete- 
rious exhalations. 

That this freedom trom asthma 
is not due to sea air alone can 
be easily proved by patients with 
asthma who leave here to go to 
Amalfi or Salerno when the asthma 
quickly returns. This I think goes 
far to prove the potency of es- 
sence vapours from the orange 
and lemon trees. 

Together with the above the 
absence of a damp soil must be 
taken into account. So again tho- 
se who have cointer cough or 
chronic bronchitis lose the ten- 




Sorrento seen from the hills 
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dency in this place. For that 
large class of patients, nervous 
or overwrought and those trou- 
bled with insomnia , the calm of 
the nights , with the pure sea 
air acts as a tonic better than 
any medicine and nights of good 
sleep conduce to well days, and 
strenght soon returns. Owing to 
its position and climate Sorrento 
is singularly free from fevers. It 
is rare to find cases of typhoid, 
diphteria, or scarlet fever amon- 
gst the inhabitants whilst mala- 
ria and its kindred forms are 
not known. Hence Indian patie- 
nts can find no better place to 
come to than Sorrento. 

When cholera was scourgine in 
Naples in 1884 this place had not 
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one case even though Castel- 
lammare and Capri were decima- 
ted by the same scourge. 

The water of Sorrento is very 
good and abundant and it can 
safely be drunk. 

It is curious that the advanges in 
the way of climate have escaped 
notice in the way they have done. 

In the times of the Romans 
who were no mean judgps of 
what a health resort should be, 
Sorrento was highly esteemed. 

In fact from the oldest times 
Syrentum then called, was highly 
appreciated for the beauty of its 
climate. It was called Syrentum 
from the legend that the fabled 
Syrens dwelt in its wonderful sea 
caves. 
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In Roman times the Emperors 
Tiberius and Augustus Caesar vi- 
sited it for the fine air and sea- 
baths then very famous. 

Here also came the Emperor 
Antoninus Pius sent by Galen. 

In conclusion and for a gene- 
ral description I think I cannot 
do better than quote from Ma- 
rian Starkes' book a visitor to 
Sorrento in 1883. 

"The Plain,, (of Sorrento) is 
one continued series of orchard 
divided from each other by walls, 
and intersected with villas, towns 
and villages. These orchards are 
not the common sort for here the 
pomegranate, the aloe, the aca- 
cia, the apple, the pear, the a- 
pricot, the peach, the sorbus, the 
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fig, the vine, the olive, the bay, 
the Cyprus, the chestnut, the wal- 
Inut, the wide spreading oak, the 
magnificent stone pine are so 
beautifully mingled and contrasted 
with multitudes of oranges and 
lemons that persons standing on 
an eminence and looking down 
upon this spot might fancy it 
the garden of the Hesperides. 

There is no spot in Southern 
Italy or Magna Qrecia so tempe- 
rately warm during summer so 
well screened for the east wind 
during winter and spring or so 
much calculated at all seasons 
to promote longevity as the Pia- 
no di Sorrento. 

lames Dtmbar-Brantoo 
M. B. (Univ. Edin.) 

THE END 
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